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You know you want to go to 
Bernal Banks and do a backside 
360 like Israel Forbes. 
You KNOW it. 
Photo: Clinton Perry 
Tattoo by 
Lincoln Nass 
photo: 


Clinton Perry 
Not our game. 


July lately. Next up is Tulare. Dreamland where art thou? The Vagabond 
is gone. Nothing lasts so we're over it. 


The wreckage of JJ's (no rocks) and Ghost continues to this day and 
rumors have it The Warehouse is still up to be down. You might even see 


this one on TV. Speaking of which veteran, Tom Know has been ripping a 


guess. I missed another one by my old house for 2 years only to have Terry 


l n to Issue 15 is in your hands now. 1 always 

want to write something profound for each 
issue, but by the time | get here my mind is completey 
dead. Not dead like I'm bored, or dead like its empty, 
more like dead from over stimulation and over 
motivation. Each issue of this magazine is a titanic 
struggle againts time, money, and sleep. One thing | 
know for sure is this little mag isn't gonna stop. | don't 
even know where it comes from, but it is alive. | am a 
conduit, skateboarding is the flame and skateboarding Fi 
burns these 40 pages out of itself. 1 don't know where 
its going, but its a fun ride. Right now | would like to 
thank all the contirbutos to this issue especially Clinton 


< Í 


Perry and Brendan Klein who both came through at the ) kili 
perfect time. Wes, Nick Gates, Mark Reader...wthout its almost the cover from issue 13, 
your guys this issue vvould have sucked. it's only the complete opposite. 


Chris Adams fastplant at 
Washington Street. 
p:Brendan Klein 
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THE FLOOR 
where we're at 
In The Valley right now. Biggest news is 
Orange Cove. Where is Orange Cove? It's a very small 
town in the middle of some fields and it's getting one of the best 
parks in California built by Mike Greenwald, Shane and the talents of 


Terry p:locy Young 


Site Design. 
Believe it? Preliminary reconnaissance has found endless lines, a good amount of real 
vert up to 10 feet and some pool coping for fun. Tim Garner p:loey Young 


There is a 9 4 foot deep pool off to the side, can't wait 
to skate that shallow. Don't think your gonna ride it before 
you're supposed to though ‘cause Hector cannot be convinced. 
Then again he can...It don't matter though cause there's so much 
random stuff it that town. Opening day is sometime in October. 
Believe it! Good thing too because Providence has started to get dry as 


lately and has a new pro board out on Santa Cruz. Skate and Destroy I É 
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find it because his eyes are actually open. That's it É 
É 


The Cous, Pias, auè chickeus yeu Cat. ave 
fattened with arain, Soy beans , and Corn... Meanwhile 
these starvino childrens bràies abserb ther own 
muscle qissve Fow energy to bren th, Why do 
American factory farm animals Cat better than 
African children ? 


p getting stuff like this in the 
I Who are the freaks that feel it 
important to send this to us? Hey 


keep it up. PIP loves suprises. 


Mant Gating Sleavshters mere than 
Animals ... 


We kee 
mail 


‘Zarosh 


BigGun Underdo 


Words & Photos: = Klein | 


If had to choose one word to describe Zarosh it would be fearless. When skating the 
biggest, gnarliest shit he never hesitates and is always commited. If you get to skate 
with him don't be suprised if he does something retarded you wovld never have thought 
about trying...it's normal for him. He just does that kinda shit. He's got a unique style on | 
and off his skateboard that can't really be compared with anyone or anything. Hitching 
his way around the country and skating everything in front of him, Zarosh has more 
miles under his trucks than most people twice his age. Zarosh is a Gypsy Motherfucker. 
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js UeR JUST have The weird Peeuins when you Re | 
“DRIVING AROUND TO JUST WONDER UP some | | 
|  Uüf08N6$661 STREeT IN YOUR NeIMMBORHOOD? FOR The | ` 
PAST FEW YEARS 1 806 KEPT A WATCHFUL 696 ON This | 


BLUE HAVEN AS The WATER Level SLOWLY CUAPORATED | ` 
AWAY DAY BY DAY. IT MAD SCHOOLS OF FISH I IT AND | 
LAYERS OF SCUM YOU COULD PROBABLY WALK ON. We hIT | 
UP The OWNER FOR PERMISSION AND The MOST AMAZING | | 
WORDS CAME OUT OF HIS MOUTH, “DO.WhATeVER YOU | 


WANT DUDE, | DON'T sive A 
FUCK.” = WITHIN = TWENTY 
MINUTES ! WAS home AND BACK 
WiTh MY PUMPS AND The RIVER 
OF MUCK 86981 TO FLOW DOWA The HILL. SO FAR We 


hA06 FILLED The DRAIN, LI9hT, STEPS IN The Deer 
CAD WALL AND REMOVED ALL The shaLLow enD 
| STAIRS. TRANNY THAT 9065 TO U6RT AT The TILE WILL 
Be POURCD AND This POOL 
SHOULD Be SUPER FUN. 


Needless 
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| Destructa" 70W. Skati r 
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out. 


unishers Fspple were there 
- The 


Bow! 
Ok .. now its Sat or of an old .. 
p Sale and pá urday night and th 
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Coping al the oden bom 9 IS nothing short dam that f 
du) Way around. r Vert i of the 
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On each side of the Punisher the 5 
bards to play on. It was cool .. ing up on the 
other stage. This pretty mui p The website said that 29 
bands signed up to play. | have no t it was a lot. Live music 
went till a.m. or so. The session never rea d p.. skaters moved 
back over to the Lula Bowl. The reason for 
was fresh everyone w 

Given how hot it gets down t 

the norm. 


Now.. the party wasn't without incident. | saw several fights break out. | guess that happens 
when you mix alcohol and N -SKATERS together. No skater caused any trouble. It was all 
"outsiders". As for the skating.. one skater knocked a tooth out. Blood was all over the flatspace. 
One guy broke his wrist. There might have even been a broken ankle or two. | saw several 7 
skaters get helped up out of the bowls. LOTS of skaters gave blood to Skatopia. It's just that 4 
kind of a place. 
At one point Brewce grabbed a microphone to announce that the cops were sitting down at the 
end of his road. EVERY car that left the part was being pulled over. He HIGHLY encouraged 
everyone to spend the night. | think most did as the next morning there were bodies laying all 
over the place. The place looked like a war zone. 
Roach, Corey, Matt and the rest of the CIA. 


So yea.. it was very cool to meet Tim, Brewce, Dan, h 
t" and you can bet that Ï will be 


True rippers and bros. This fall will be the "Backwoods Blowou 
going back for that. 
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5 ye iat ra S A Vigo! , 
Off of Lucas Valley Road exit and go right then left at th 


entrance to the Golf course and a quick right to the Tennis’ 
Courts and around the hill and through the woods we arrive at 
the greatest expenditure of concrete to date in The Bay Area, 


sə and the worst laid out skate park ever. 
x Wes ira steps down the hillside 
b” Astep with connect 
A "X [curbs and drops on 
jlof little rollers and 
at the top of the p 
"2 sing in a curb and 
and a drop on the 


tear dropped 
ry ten feet or so 


and in the mid)" 
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speed. Beware 
(< fi lone kids. . 
(@~2) İts worth the trip to skate but don't 
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oufpark had no fl 
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skate get lost in the back coun-| / 
a” try, and don't be suprised if you get a board in the shins. Thel” 
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Boring 


ad ow in my mind but that didn't stop Tony Murano}: 
tom Killing It! 一 一 一 


And what a gas 

! Rolling ala, 

Q turkey ə 

vultures. And it | 
Ci nas a pathrocmi 
s and vvaterfoun- 
j o on the site. 
Skate on. 


: Tony Murano, 
to tail in the big bow 
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Where are 


This article consists of interviews with six members of the 
“Skateboard Media.” Mark Whiteley, Niall Neeson, Rich from John 
Doe, Jeff Greenwood, Grant Brittain and Davoud Kermaninejad. Ï 
wanted to find the future of skateboarding. Does this article find it? 
It's hard to say, just read it and draw your own conclusions. The 
interviews are pretty raw, I didn't do much editing so that hopefull 
the opinions would show through. thanks guys for putting up wit 
my emails and phone calls. -Joey Young 


Mark Whiteley, frontside 
ollie, editor and chief at 
Slap Magazine|F 


Niall Neeson sledding, editor of 
Be |Kingpin Magazine. Best 
European magazine out there 


İ 
Grant Brittain, no photo, OG | 
photographer part owner of | 

The Skateboard Mag | 


Jeff Greenwood, no photo, 
runs concretedisciples.com 
Fa (Rich, creator of John Doe Number one source for 
Magazine and website parts in Southern California 
www.geocities.com/johndoezine 

Funniest thing your'Il ever see 


we going? 


If l've learned anything it's the fact that | don't know anything. Nobody can predict the 
future, but we try because we're human. So... what will skating be like in 5 years? Some 
People thought it would be more diverse as the new generation learns to skate everything. 
Grant Brittain says, "| think it will be a lot more open to all kinds of skating and | think skateparks 
will have a very big influence on that." Mark Whiteley had a similar answer. "It's always impossible 


Davoud Kermanin Double Rainbow 
slam, editor of Concussion Magazine 
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they think of skateboarding in the distant future? Rich s 
normal life. "They will still probably do it, but | think it will 
playing but nobody remembers any of the people doing it b 


like the local kid at the sandlot will die in obscurity." Others see future archae 
up our boards, such as Grant Brittain saying, "We'll be so advan 


some videos and play the videos back and figure out what's going on." 
viewpoint, "Only if the archaeologists dig the shit up, 1000 years is a long 


doesn't think it will last. "| imagine it might be a minor footnote," He says. 


Chris Senn, kickflip p:Clinton Perry 


BJ Tower, bs grab p:Clinton Perry 


What about 1000 years? Will humans still skate? Will there be humans? What will 


what it is when they dig them up. Hopefully they don't just think of them as a toy but they'll dig up 


Davoud has a similar 
time, urethane probably 
. He says, "if the wood source lasts 


Still alive at that time then yea | think they'll remember it." Mark Whiteley on the other hand 


EEO eee. 


How does skateboarding fit in with mainstream culture? | asked this question because 

2 like it or not, the large amounts of money being thrown around by outside companies is 
changing skateboarding. Hovv vve deal with the situation will determine where we land. Jeff 
Greenwood puts the current state in perspective, "well it seems like it isn't having much problem 
fitting in to American culture these days. Obviously the mainstream culture in most other nations 
doesn't even know it exists." Grant Brittain also sees it everywhere. He says, "it's everywhere. 
Mainstream culture is just inundated with skateboarding, in fashion, in the act of skateboarding, in 
music, and in art. We've had a big influenced in all walks of life and other mediums. Rich also sees 
skateboarding everywhere and offers a little insight as to why. "All of us started because we saw 
it someplace else and thought it looked cool. Sure there will be some naysayer who claim they just 
picked it up and went with it. All of us are a part of mainstream culture. What we wear, eat, drink, and 
do is moderated by something usually associated with advertising or some kind of influence, I'm not 
claiming this is part of some bullshit Illuminati conspiracy theory to get us all into a framework where 
we do the evil bidding of the large corporate dominion. It's just life. If there is a skatepark being built 
in every city in the world, it must fit in their somewhere." 

Some like Davoud are not sure if the popularity will stick around, he says this. "Right 

now skateboarding is pretty mainstream but probably something else will come along sooner or later 
and all the kids will quit to play electronic scooter tag or whatever. To some extent it depends on 
whether the skateparks stay open, but since 
they're just paving over more and more of the 
world, it will probably continue to thrive.” 
Mark Whiteley doesn't see it lasting forever 
when he says, "It fits in a lot of different places. 
Sİ it definitely is influencing what kind of clothes kids 
3İ are wearing and what kind of music they are 
listening to. Being on the Extreme Games and all 
that stuff has opened up a lot more people's eyes 
to skateboarding for better or worse and it's 
affecting the kind of things kids, teenagers, and 
young adults are interested in doing. | read 
something that there are more kids skating now 
than playing baseball in the United Skates, so it's 
E definitely shifting the things that kids are 
interested in doing. Maybe opening their eyes up 
É to other options and then its also...when it ends 
up on cereal commercials and stuff like that it 
ends up being a kind of novelty as far as 
mainstream culture goes and when it gets to that 
point is seems that's when things are going to turn 
bad. | think mainstream culture is probably going 
to lose interest in it again." 


Joe Whichard, wallride p:Clinton Perry 
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I have always thought of the skateboard media as a loop. We report on what's going 
on so kids can get ideas so maybe they can do something good enough to get reported. 
So | asked the question, how does the skateboard media affect the progression of the 
sport? Some like Mark Whiteley has a related view. He said. “| don't think it directly effects 
the kinds of tricks and terrain people come up with, but then again | think it helps brings some 
new ideas to people. 10 or 12 years ago when the tech street revolution was coming around | 
don't think that magazines really helped bring any new ideas to what was going on, but at the 
same time it was showing what was going on to a lot of people who had never seen that kind of 
stuff before and maybe that gave them some ideas that in turn helped bring some new tricks and 
terrain. It's sort of like a funnel rather than a direct influence. It will show what a couple of people 
are doing and that will allow hundreds of people to think of new ideas." 

Others had the view that the skateboard media is following the skaters lead. Grant 
Brittain said, "| think it can steer it a certain way or have some sort of influence, if they're on top 
of skateboarding...otherwise they might fall behind and not have any influence on the 
progression. Usually the media is just following it, the sooner you can get into something new 
the better it is. It all goes back to, magazines ran freestyle a lot longer than it should have been 
run and it was because of the industry. The industry owned the magazines. They had a lot of 
trucks, boards and wheels to get rid of so they ran freestyle a lot longer than it should have been 
run. 1 think now magazines today are trying to be ahead of it. If you're in touch with 
skateboarding you know what's going on. Everything's so much faster now with DVD's and 
videos and skating changes even faster now than it did back then. The industry is owned by 
skaters now. It's not owned by the "Big Five" like back in the day who were not really skaters." 
Jeff Greenwood says something along those lines too, "| think the media reports back on a 
skater pushing the limits. Did the media ask Danny Way to build the Mega Ramp and jump for 
them? No. Skaters come up with new ideas and media just reports on them." 

Rich, with the perspective of a skater rather than a member of the media says this 
about whether the media affects the skating, "Unfortunately yes. | wish | could say that they 
didn't but they do. | had a McSqueeb, | had baggy pants and cut shoes, and small wheels. How 
many Trujillo's, Duffel's, Cole's, Thomas's, Greco's, and Reynold's, wannabe's do you see 
everyday. Even in Wyoming they're out there. Kids need heroes. | remember how many people 
looked like Hensley in 1991. 
Usually kids imitate the styles of the 
pros they admire. Which are usually 
the best pros out there. Niall says, 
"I think independent things like PIP 
do, (influence the progression.) by 
nurturing a sense of society. 
Magazines and videos just tick 
boxes." 


What was the most revolutionary moment in skateboarding? This question got some 
interesting responses. Rich said simply, "The first push." Jeff Greenwood said something 
similar, "Arguably, the Urethane wheel. Or, how's this... the day you first put one under your feet!" 
Davoud said, "When Tony Alva invented the wheel." Niall said, "Oohhh. Probably the emergence 
of the street ollie and everything it opened up, or maybe Plan- B's Questionable Video just in terms 
of a quantum leap of possibilities." 

Grant Brittain and Mark Whiteley thought of the first moments of skateboarding. 
Grant said, "I'd say in the very beginning in the 1940's when the first skateboard was created, 
You've heard the stories of the roller skate wheels on the piece of wood. Just the genesis of it, | 
think is the most important part." Mark Whiteley, said, "I would imagine it would have to be the 
first time anybody considered what they were doing was skateboarding. When somebody decided 
it was it's own thing was the most revolutionary moment." 


Doug Shoemaker, drop in ollie p:Clinton Perry 


24 


Xı €909 NVaON 


Kyle Leeper, half-cab noseblunt 180 out p:Brendan Klein 


Like skating itself punk rock is a personal thing and everyone has their own 
definition of what it is. So 1 asked, how has the "punk rock" attitude affected 
skaeboarding's history? Grant Brittain has this to say. "That's one of the things great about 
skateboarding, is that it didn't fit in with the other sports and that it was the punk rock attitude. It 
just made it different than everything else. It made people want to be a part of it. People who 
did not fit in with those other sports or lifestyles. They had an easier time fitting in with 
skateboarding, we're pretty much all inclusive and different. Punk rock made it really attractive." 
Mark Whiteley said, "Over all it's been a pretty major driving force in it. It has definitely come 
and gone in popularity a number of times over the years. | think when skating became it's own 
thing it was because of the punk rock skater ideals that broke away from the safe, surf culture 
thing that skating had grown from. The punk ideals made it it's own little world. There are so 
many factions of skating, but it's definitely always going to have that punk, outcast kinda thing. 
The way skating is right now, all the people from outside being interested in it and wanting to 
clean it up a little bit, using Tony Hawk as the pinpoint, everyone looks to him saying that's what 
skating's about when really he's just one person and you really can't say skating's about one 
particular thing because everybody does it differently and it means something different to 
everybody else. | think it (the punk ideals) will always influence it as far as the "do it yourself 
and apart from the rest of society thing." Jeff Greenwood simply said, "it's given 
skateboarding it's freedom. Without punk rock skateboarding would be in P.E. class in the 6th 
grade." 
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Davoud，always a little sarcastic said about punk and how things are changing, 
"skateboarding and punk rock used to be sort of related, but now hip hop and skateboarding, or top 
40 and skateboarding are equally as related. Skateboarding's attitude isn't very punk rock when 
you're fully padded, wearing 3 wrist bands, a yellow helmet and a grip of Slim Jim and Lego stickers 
on your board. Glen Friedman and Tony Alva might tell you something different though." Rich also 
commented on the changes. "Punk rock may have affected the history of it in the beginning but 
not until the Ramones started dropping like flies did | see skateboarding and punk intertwined again. 
From the first Plan B video on | think rap has been the staple in most skate videos. | really don't 
classify that FatWreckChords 1997 shit or the new bouncy MTV nautical star tattoo crap as punk 
rock. | know most of it isn't punk but the music in the Foundation video "That's Life" is pretty good. | 
also like that song from Murder City Devils in Chet Thomas' Darkstar part. Once again media 
influence. 


ET 


What is the ultimate 
seemed easy and the 
Davoud said, "To go fast and t And ood 

itis FUN." Niall and Mark Whiteley expanded with Niall er “To make you feat like you 
are a tiny bit better than you previously thought, to get away from everyone else and to make 
you excited about dry weather." Mark Whiteley had an interesting response, " think it's 
different for everybody. Everybody has their own reasons for skateboarding. | think the main 
things would be to see and use the environment around in a way that most people don't see it 
and use it and adapt. Use what's around" Ë as A 


Has skateboard design been perfected? Fact is, skateboards haven't changed 
much at all since '94. Is this it, or do we have | ook to. Grant 
Brittain says we do, "lts a long way from bein loo e jities and 
how the technical aspects of skateboards are still same, glue, plywood, epoxy. | think 
there's a long way to go. | don't think a lot has been done with futuristic materials. | think as 
we progress technically skateboards will get better. They should get stronger and lighter. There 
is no reason they can't, everything else has. With all the materials they are using, titanium, 
kevlar, aircraft materials | don't know why more has not been done in skateboarding. People 
like Paul Scmitt and a few others have been experimenting with it, but there is nothing really out 
there in a long time that has changed skateboards." Rich doesn't think things have stopped 
either, he says, “everyone has their own style on how they do things. So until all of us have 
our own pro model set to our own specifications then it will be perfected. Actually someone will 
still complain, so no. It has not been perfected." Niall offers some suggestions, "| think they 
could probably make the back third of the deck a little stronger and make strong trucks a little 
lighter, but there again, both those 'teardrop' and corrugated ply decks actually are stronger, but 
don't sell any better because people don't seem to want a board that lasts for ever; go figure." 
Jeff Greenwood offers specific reasons for the skateboards never being able to be 
perfected. "You'll never be able to have one board for doing a triple kickflip and be able to take 
the same board to the Danny Way Mega Ramp for jumping a 70 foot gap. Like Surfing, you will 
need different boards for different conditions.” ) 

Mark Whiteley said, "It hasn't changed much at all in over ten years and even before 
that the basics of it were pretty much in place since the mid or early '80's. There's minor 
tweaking to be done with the parts that are in existence now, but most of the tweaking that's 
been done in the last 5 years or 10 years even has been more word than actual difference." 


(had Bartie, nollie p:Brendan Klein 


Josh from Modesto, 


Tim McKenny, wallride bs180 out p:Clinton Perry 


nollie noseslide p:Scott Rufallo 
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Paying In Pain's official position is 

that skateboarding does not belong in 
Olympics. Other's opinions are greatly 
valued though so | asked the question, will 
skateboarding be in the Olympics? 
Whatever happens, it will definitely change 
skateboarding and there will be no going 
back. Grant Brittain said, "I think it's cool in 
ways. Whatever you say about big events like 
that, The X games or whatever, a lot more 
people see skateboarding. In the past when 
somebody asked what was your first 
skateboard, somebody from my era might say 
A Black Night Board, then someone from the 
80's might say a Logan Board, then someone 
from the 90's would say a Jeff Phillips boards, 
then someone from the 2000's would say, well 
in the future it will be a Rodriguez board. A lot 
of people will see it. They'll be doing pro 
interviews in the future and they'll say "| saw 
skateboarding on the X Games, that's what got 
me into skateboarding.” We want to deny this, 
but | think it's a fact there will be interviews 10, 
15 years from now with young skateboarders 
who are top-notch and they are going to be 
giving the X Games credit or maybe it will be 
The Olympics in the future. If there's money to 
be made they will get it in." 

Others had shorter more direct answers, Davoud said, "probably, but | hope not." Niall 
said, "I think that it is inevitable." Jeff Greenwood said, "I believe so, although | don't see a reason 
for it to be there. Skateboarding shouldn't be brought down to critical judging." Rich touched a little 
on the subject of why people want skateboarding in the Olympics in the first place. "l sure as 
fuck hope not. I'm sure the skateboard companies wouldn't mind it though. Imagine how many new 
skaters will be brought in by such a large televised event. | don't care what kind of garbage the 
hardcore companies are spinning this month. In the end they want at least some of the money being 
brought in by these events. Not everyone can be a Tony Hawk/Andy Mac clone. If Koston supported 
it, skateboarding would be along for the ride. | know the hard ass bowl buster in you wants to deny it 
but Koston skates the round wall better than you and he can hit a twenty stairon the way home.” 


you know who you are guy, k-grind p:Clinton Perry 


Since the beginning Of mm 
skateboarding there have been $ 
competitions. What will they be like in the Ë 
future? What do you see as the future of E 
skateboard competitions? Grant Brittain 
has a few ideas, "In the skateboard world it 
will be more like that recent X-Games contest. 
It was street skating in more of a street skating 飞 
environment. İt vvas in a plaza, they put in 
some extra obstacles, then little ramps to go 
over things that vvere already there. Maybe 
more video contest, where you go out and film 
several people for aday and you see who was 
the best at the end of the day. I'm not talking E 
about TV and stuff, I'm talking about within our 
little world of skateboarding. | think it will be 
more realistic and more fun and hopefully less P 
commercial. There's people right now trying: F 
to think of new ways to have contests... 1 
always thought the judges should be in little 
stalls and should have headphones on where - a 
they couldn't hear the crowd because that can Jon Ponts, fs180 p:Brendan Klein 
sway a judge too. Jeff Greenwood had this to say, "More Money and more Specialty Events. It's 
like every trick is now entitled to it's own competition. Longest boneless, highest boneless, most 
stylish boneless... Thanks MTV for turning life into top 10 lists." Davoud has a lot of plans, "Three- 
ring circus dog and pony show entertainment festivals, with the Red Hot Chili Peppers playing on 
the deck." 

Some talked about the rise of jam contests, Mark Whiteley says, "l think probably the X 
Games kind of contest will continue on, but not be as popular as it is right now. As far as contests 
being organized by skaters within the industry and the community | would think it would go back to 
a skate jam kind of thing. A little more informall and not as serious, but as long as there are big 
outside companies involved in skating the huge prize money and TV contest will continue on." Niall 
talked about skate jams in Europe, "! don't blame people for doing obvious stunts at sanitized 
contests to impress non- skaters; the money is good. | think in the US everything has to be squeaky- 
clean. In Europe (especially in the East) they are run shambolically, anarchically and all the better 
for it." Rich talked about the end of contests, "Soon skateboarding will die again. The money will 
soon be gone and all those lavish events that have filled the pages of every magazine will be gone. 
It will all go back to the local contests where the hometown hero will prevail. No more Marsailles, no 
more Carbondales, and thanks god, no more X-Gaymes. All those pros and industry fucks will have 
to go back to waiting tables and manning the gas pumps. It will be great. The market is exhausted 
with over 300 professionals. It's time for some ethnic cleansing in the pro ranks. All those faggots in 
their cowboy hats-and cool shades drinking Pabst Blue Ribbon will be all be forced to rot. If you've 
been to a big contest you know the type. There will be no more million dollar simulated street 
courses that don't resemble any street anywhere in the world. No more super dooper pooper vert 
ramps with elevators, extensions, retractable bars, over vert cradles, and built in deck coolers to 
keep the brew cold. Fuck all contests like this. I'd rather have gonorrhea" 
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Does skateboarding mean more than just riding a piece of wood? Are we doing 
anything for humans as a whole rolling around all day. | asked this questions , have you ever 
thought of skating in relation to human evolution? Davoud needs to go back to Oregon again, 
he says, "No, | must not be eating enough mushrooms." *note Nobody here would actually know 
if there are a lot of mushrooms in Oregon. Mark Whiteley thinks we're doing a little, he says 
this. "The way skaters think about their surrounding and the way they use their body's is in some 
ways contributing to at least the evolution of their offspring. Other than soccer there aren't really that 
many activities that use foot control as much skaters do and so in that way we're becoming a little 
more monkey like and able to use our bodies as tools better than the average person. That may be 
a minor evolutionary trait that we may be passing on" Grant Brittain on the other hand views it 
from the different angle, he says, "| think skateboarding is a reverse in evolution. You don't use 
an engine and you use your own leg power. It's the opposite of what humans are going towards. 
With the industrial revolution things got easier for humans where they didn't have to have horses and 
manpower to run things. Once they got engines people got fatter and there were more heart attacks, 
so it seems like skateboarding kinda went backwards. It went back to the wheel. All you need is 
some wheels, a board, and some trucks”. Sometimes | think we're on the right track and Niall 
says something to that. He says, "I'm not sure | ever have, but | will tell you this: the most 
interesting and carefree people in the world 
are skateboarders. Why that should be I've 
never really fathomed, but Quod Est 
Demonstratus- they are. Maybe it’s what 
Taoists call the Unnamable, once you define it, 
it shatters." 


Last question. Do you see the 
progression going on forever or will it end? 
Some talked about just how advanced and 
difficult it has become. Davoud says, "I'd 
prefer to see progression devolve. 
Skateboarding these days is too difficult, 
dealing with gravity is hard enough without 
spinning kickflip McTwists to tail. Doing loops 
in fullpipes is pretty bad-ass, and modern 
cement skateparks can push this progression 
to some extent, but in the end it's all physics, 
and there's only so much you'll be able to do 
until you're rich enough to afford that trip to that 
low-gravity park on the moon." Niall says 
something comparable. "To be honest, | find 
it hard to imagine how the standard could get 
higher than now. | think vert, because it is a 
blank canvas, can go on to infinity but in street 
its just so advanced that anything you can 
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imagine, some kid is doing right now. Fear has been punctured by some, style and effortless 
technique has been brought to the fore by others, and technically | think it's probably at the limits 
of possibility. But what do | know? Along comes a shop video and up-ends everything again. | 
suppose that's what makes it endlessly fascinating. | think mini- ramp could be due for an 
explosion soon." Jeff Greenwood says how things are really getting mixed up with different 
styles from all eras coming into play. He says, "If skating were to die again it would be over. | 
see it currently as both progression and regression. Old Tricks are getting mixed into the fray as 
new ones because kids haven't ever seen them before. | think there will always be progression as 
long as skateboarding endures. Rich says, "it will go in spurts. Sometimes it will look dormant 
and other times it will spring back with more intensity. Maybe the pressure flip will make a 
comeback." Mark Whiteley says, "I think it will continue forever until at some point it just 
completely ends if that ever happens. It's just the nature of skating that people just want to have 
a new trick to do, a new spot, something new to talk about. It changes so fast that it has to keep 
changing or people are going to lose interest." 

If anyone knows it has to be Grant Brittain. This is what he said about the future of 
progression. "It will never end. I've been around skateboarding for 30 years, not counting when | 
was a kid, In the skate industry I've 
been around it since | started working 
at Del Mar Skate Ranch in '78, so 25 
years or whatever. When | saw Eddie 
Elguera and Darrell Miller | went, "it 
can't go any further than that." And 
then the 540 came along. When the 
540 hit | went "Anything is possible,” 
then we saw 720's and 900's and 
people riding handrails. | remember 
seeing the first ollies. When Alan 
Gelfand did the ollies at Del Mar | was 
just blown away. | put no limits on 
skateboarding, | figured that out a long 
time ago. Look at stairs. It used to be 
big if somebody jumped 5 stairs, now 
it's 20 something stairs. Danny Way 
went 70 something feet at the X 
Games. Just what he did on the mega 
ramp that was in our magazine. Who 
would have thought that years ago? In 
20 years it's just going to be nuts, they 
will be spinning more and going higher 
and further.” 


Jackson Taylor, fs kickflip p:Clinton Perry 
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This summer we checked out Cattle Derin in a We got a chance to talk 
to Josh, the guitar player, who was so friendly and calm, unlike their music which 
could be described as bloodcurdling. Unfortunately they were the last band to play. 
Don't miss a chance to see them and experience the music, prepare yourself. 
| couldn't hear anything for three days. Their name speaks for itself. Singer Travis 
Ryan even sported a Washington Street Skatepark T-Shirt representing San Diego 
which is where the band formed in 1996. There are no original members. This 
doesn't hurt anything. The singer looked like he wanted to eat us instead of animals. 
The crowd was small, but the speed of the vocals struck a nervous, cold, sweat 
palmed energy and the lyrics struck deeply with people. The energy grew with 
every song until the end. 
-Dannelle Wright 
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